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Lisa and I have had an interesting time decorating our new home for Christmas. In our previous home, where we lived for over 17 
years, each decoration had a specific location. My mom's little Santa boot, which holds candy canes, always sat on my grandpa's         
refinished washstand in the kitchen. The big nativity scene was placed on the downstairs table in the stable my grandfather built. 
The small ceramic nativity scene that I made in  Vacation Bible School when I was seven or eight years old, always found its way 
to my daughter's room. Sally Ann, Lisa's bear, which rides in my grandfather's rocking horse, was always changed into her Christ-
mas dress. The ceramic Christmas trees that my mom made were always in the bathrooms. Everything had a specific place, and it 
never felt right if a decoration was not in its proper location. 

However, in our new home, we have had to figure out the perfect spot for each decoration from scratch. As we place the           
decorations, it brings back memories and reminds us of their significance. For over 17 years, we put out these decorations without 
much thought, but this year, as we place them in their new home, we think about each and every one of them. The memories that 
come flooding back, sometimes happy and sometimes sad, seem to mean so much more this year as the decorations find their 
new home. 

Sometimes, I wonder if we need to do the same thing with Jesus that Lisa and I have done with our decorations. Rather than just          
placing Him in the manger as we do every year, maybe it's time to find a new location for Him this Christmas. Maybe it’s time that 
Jesus takes up residence where He was always meant to reside.  As one of my favorite Christmas hymns reminds us: 

Lisa and I wish you a very happy Christmas! May you experience the joy of the season, the thrill of hope, and most importantly, 
may you give Jesus first place in your heart and not just leave Him in the manger. 

Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown, 
When Thou camest to earth for me; 

But in Bethlehem's home was there found no room 
For Thy holy nativity. 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 

Heaven's arches rang when the angels sang, 
Proclaiming Thy royal degree; 

But of lowly birth didst Thou come to earth, 
And in great humility. 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 

Thou camest, O Lord, with the living word 
That should set Thy people free; 

But with mocking scorn, and with crown of thorn, 
They bore Thee to Calvary. 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 

When the heavens shall ring, and the angels sing, 
At Thy coming to victory, 

Let Thy voice call me home, saying "Yet there is room, 
There is room at My side for thee." 
My heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus, 

When Thou comest and callest for me. 
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“At the age of 18, I came to CPC Women’s Health Resource scared and pregnant. I considered all three options of adoption,  
abortion, and parenting. After talking to the counselors, I decided to carry my baby and parent with my boyfriend. My relationship 
with the baby’s father failed, though, and it left me heartbroken and feeling like a failure. I came back to the CPC and received 
support, counsel, and prayer that God would lead me. I later began a new relationship with a man who accepted me just as I was, 
and he loved my boys as their own father. We decided to get married, and together we made a commitment to abstain from sex 
until our marriage, in honor to God who was a big part of our lives. The CPC helped make our relationship a reality because they 
helped me get back into the Word. Randy and I are now happily married, and we now have a daughter.  We have a wonderful 
family, and God is the head of our household.  I now travel to churches and organizations speaking on behalf of the CPC and 
sharing my story of hope.”  
 
Many more stories like this one have been told because of the work of the CPC Women’s Health Resource in Bryan, Defiance, 
Napoleon, and Wauseon.  We are blessed to be a supporter of such a loving agency where people are loved, cared for, and     
connected to Jesus. 

Contact us at: 
Email:  info@theedgecoc.com 
Phone:  419-298-3133 
Website:  www.theedgecoc.com 

 
Minister:  Jeff Lyon 

Email:  jeff@theedgecoc.com 

Potluck Style Meal 

December 12 
After Morning Services 

December 6, 
6:00 pm 

Christmas Party 

Enjoy an evening of good food, a lot of fun, 
and sharing the joy of Christmas 

with your sisters in Christ! 


